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USDA-VS/KDA Collaboration
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VSV In the News
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Confirmed June 16, 2020



Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

▪Viral disease
▪ Two serotypes

▪ Indiana

▪ New Jersey

▪Transmission:
▪ Sand flies, Midges, Black flies
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

▪Transmission:
▪Direct nose-to-nose contact

▪Mechanical fomites:

▪Buckets

▪Shared feed resources

▪Common water source

▪Shoes, clothing, hands

▪Contaminated equipment
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

▪Significance:
▪ Primarily affects horses

▪ Cattle, sheep, goats, swine, llamas

and alpacas

▪Clinical signs:
▪ Reluctance to eat

▪ Drooling

▪ Frothing at mouth

▪ Lameness

▪ Drop in milk production

6



Vesicular Stomatitis Virus
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

▪Incubation period 2 to 8 days

▪Viral shedding up to 10 days

▪Treatment:
▪ supportive care

▪ anti-inflammatories

▪ antibiotics 

▪Immunity is not protective

▪No vaccine
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

▪Zoonotic
▪ Not common
▪ Infection from

▪ Lesions
▪ Saliva
▪ Nasal Secretions

▪ Symptoms
▪ Influenza – like illness
▪ Fever
▪ Muscle aches
▪ Headaches
▪ Malaise

▪ Personal Protective Equipment
▪ Gloves
▪ Masks and/or face shields
▪ Wash hands frequently
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

▪Incursion vs Expansion

▪Historical outbreaks
▪ 2004, 2005, 2006

▪ 2009, 2010

▪ 2012

▪ 2014, 2015

▪ 2019
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2019 VSV  - USDA
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2020 VSV  - USDA
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2020 Kansas VSV Response
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2020 Kansas VSV Response     

▪4 Positive Counties (Butler, Cowley, Sedgwick, 
Sumner)

▪ 26 Positive Premises 

▪ 25 Premises – Suspect &/or Pending Lab Results 

▪288 Head of Horses and 198 additional livestock 
Represented by the 54 premises

14
agriculture.ks.gov/animalhealth







2020 Kansas VSV Response      

▪Non - Positive Counties 
▪ Index case must be examined by regulatory veterinarian and have 

laboratory confirmation

▪Positive Counties
▪ Accredited Veterinarian Sample Collection Protocol

▪ Management as Suspect Premises in lieu of testing

▪ Quarantines will remain in place for 14 days from the onset of lesions in 
the last affected animal

▪ Quarantine release inspection by veterinarian
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▪Quarantine established on all affected premises
▪ No susceptible livestock movement on or off premises

▪ Violations 

K.S.A. 47-604  Any person who knowingly and intentionally violates, disregards or 
evades, or attempts to violate, disregard or evade any order establishing or 
regulating a quarantine issued pursuant to article 6 of chapter 47 of the Kansas 
Statutes Annotated, and amendments thereto, upon conviction of a violation of this 
section, such person shall be guilty of a severity level 7 nonperson felony. 
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2020 Kansas VSV Response     

▪No restrictions for shows/events
▪ VSV Guidelines for Shows and Fairs

▪ Recommend exhibitions have pre-entry exam

– or –

▪ Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (Health Certificate) issued within last 48 
hours

▪ Post signage on good biosecurity practices

▪ Consider limiting exhibitions to one day events

▪Provide situational awareness and manage 
current stats on website
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Biosecurity – Increased Vigor

•Separate affected horse(s)

•Controlling insects
• fly spray 

• fly traps

• maintaining clean pens, manure removal

• utilizing summer sheets and hoods

•Handle all healthy animals before sick animals

•Practice personal biosecurity measures
• Wash and disinfect hands, boots, equipment, stalls

• Change clothes between affected and non-affected animals
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2020 Kansas VSV Additional Info.

▪Interstate import restrictions
▪ Check with destination state for requirements
▪ KS additional import requirements for livestock from a known positive 

state

All horses, cattle, sheep, goats and swine originating from any county where vesicular 
stomatitis (VS) has been diagnosed in the past 30 days, (except cattle and swine transported 
directly to slaughter), must be accompanied by a health certificate (certificate of veterinary 
inspection), permit, and signed by an accredited veterinarian that includes the following 
statement: "All animals identified on this certificate have been examined by me and 
found to be free of vesicular stomatitis.These animals have not been exposed to vesicular 
stomatitis nor located on premises where vesicular stomatitis has been diagnosed within 
thirty (30) days.“

▪Canadian import restrictions
▪ Regarding Vesicular stomatitis (VS), all states in which the animal(s) have resided in the 

past twenty-one (21) days were free from clinical and epidemiological evidence of 
vesicular stomatitis during the twenty-one (21) days immediately prior to export to 
Canada.
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